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the fact that there is such a being as a Modern-
American, diverse in his origins beyond any type
that has ever heretofore appeared, and yet marked
by certain common characteristics which distinguish
him, in all his sub-divisions, from the English, the
Russian, the Italian, who contributed to form him.

These miracles 'of human unification are the work
of PLACE, Man only begins by making his home.
His home ends by remaking him. Amongst all the
circumstances that go to create that heritage which
is to be the opportunity of a people, there is none so
determining, so welding, so shaping in its influence,
as the factor of the land to which their children shall
be native. Spiritually, man is the son of God, but
materially, he is the nursling of Earth. Not without
reason do we call ourselves children of the soil. The
Nile was the mother of the Egyptian. The shores of
the Mediterranean made the Phoenician what he
was. The Babylonian was the product of river-plain
and delta* And the Bengalee is literally the soil of
Mother-Ganges.

In every case, however, this unity induced by
place is multiplied, as it were, by the potentialities
of confluent race-elements. Man learns from man.
It is only" with infinite difficulty, by striving to re-
apply our powers in terms of the higher ideals of
some new circle, to which we have been admitted,
that we raise the deeds of the future above